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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS 



VOL. 31 DECEMBER 15, 1916. No. 50 

SEWAGE— POLLUTION OF STREAMS. 

DAMAGES AWARDED AGAINST A CITY BECAUSE OF POLLUTION OF A STREAM BY SEWAGE. 

Suit was brought against the city of Princeton, Ky., for damages 
caused by the pollution of a creek by the city sewage. The court 
was also asked to issue an injunction prohibiting the city from dis- 
charging sewage into the creek. The circuit court granted the 
injunction and awarded $2,500 damages against the city. 

The Court of Appeals of Kentucky affirmed the judgment for 
damages, but the injunction was dismissed, as the court found from 
the evidence that it was possible to discharge the sewage into the 
stream in such a way as not seriously to injure owners of property 
below the sewer outlet. 

The opinion appears in this issue of the Public Health Eeports, 
page 3431. 



ANTHRAX. 

REPORT OF AN OUTBREAK AMONG TANNERY WORKERS, MASSACHUSETTS, 1916. 

By Walter H. Bbown, Epidemiologist, Massachusetts State Department of Health. 

The unusual incidence of anthrax reported to this department 
began in the early part of March, 1916, and called for special investi- 
gation. The reports came principally from the towns of Winchester 
and Woburn. A study of these reports revealed the fact that prac- 
tically all of the cases were occurring in tannery workers. Closer 
investigation showed that these individuals were handlers of dried 
hides. The completed investigation of this subject has demonstrated 
the potential danger of dried, imported hides. 

Prevalence in Former Years. 

During the period from 1865 to 1906 the registration reports of 
Massachusetts record 128 deaths from anthrax. The detailed rec- 
ords of most of these cases can -not be obtained. 
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